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Maryland given $122 million for water projects 
2 Baltimore projects among those to receive EPA stimulus funds 

By Mered ith Cohn I meredith.cohn@.baltsun.com 

June 3, 2009 

Maryland was handed nearly $122 million Tuesday from the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency to fund drinking water projects and improve water quality as part of the federa l 

government's latest round of stimulus spending. 

The stimulus effort, called the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, was advanced by 

President Barack Obama to jump-start the economy by improving the nation's infrastructure and 

creating and saving jobs. The money has begun steadi ly flowing to states thmugh a variety of 

programs that are expected to improve roads and schoo ls, as well as waterways and other 

programs. 

Every county is expected to receive some funding as grants or loans. The awards are expected to 

start in July. Two projects in Baltimore met the initial criteria for some funding: a $230,000 

project under design in the Carroll Park area of Baltimore and a $125 million project in the 

bidding phase at the Patapsco Wastewater Treatment Plant. The Carroll Park project \·viii get the 

full amount, while $6 million is slated for Patapsco. 



Officials from the Maryland Department of the Environment were joined by members of the 
congressional delegation in accepting the water grant money from the EPA during a ceremony 
alongside the Anacostia River in Bladensburg, where some of the money wi ll be used. 

They said the funds will create hundreds of jobs in the state through infrastructure construction, 
in addition to protecting public health and cleaning up the Chesapeake Bay. 

State officials drew nearly 600 applications for the money from every corner of Maryland, and 95 
projects valued a $ 1a~ornallion made the initial cut because they met the i r 

which included being "shovel ready" and having a strong health or environmental impact. The 
small difference in the award from the federa l government will go to administrative costs. 

In total, almost $93 million will be used for pollution reduction projects that include wastewater 
treatment and sewer upgrades and storm water runoff controls. 

More than $26 million will go to improvements for drinking water treatment, water storage and 
wells. 

"I want to thank President Obama and Maryland's federal delegation for working so hard to 
secure these Recovery and Reinvestment funds," Gov. Martin O'Malley said in prepared remarks. 

Sen. Barbara Mikulski , a member of the Senate Appropriations Committee, said the money wi ll 
help update the state's aging water system without burdening local taxpayers. 

Mikulski and Sen. Benjamin L. Cardin were also working on passage of separate legislation to 
provide more money for long-term water and wastewater infrastructure improvement programs. 
The money will flow through two existing programs at the state Department of the Environment, 
the Water Quality and Drinking Water Quality Revolving Loan Funds, wh ich annuall y receive 
some funding from the state and federal governments. A portion of the funds were required to be 
spent on "green" infrastructure. 

To see a list ofprojects and a map, go to mde.state.md.us. For more information on use of the 
federa l money in the state, go to · 

Proposed projects 
• $230,000 for a dry swale to control storm water and improve water quality on the Westport 
waterfront in Baltimore 

• $6 million toward filters and other upgrades to control excessive nutrients flowing to the 
ChesapeakeBayfromthecity'S Patapsco Wastewater Treatment Pla n t 

•$6 million to upgrade the water storage reservoir and make other improvements in drinking 
water from the city's Montebello Plant 



•$2 million for the Chesapeake Bay Trust for seven projects in Anne Arundel , Talbot and Prince 
George's counties toward new "green" infrastructure that includes shoreline restoration, creation 
of wetlands and habitat creation 
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EPA To Issue $120M In Bay Cleanup Funding 

Funds Will Go Toward Conservation, Bay Cleanup 

I 0 
• ;:' t 

H . • 
BALTIMORE -- The Maryland Department of t he Environment is bu~)' 
m11king plans for $ 121.6mill ioll in st imulus money tha t will be coming to 
the s tate from the En"ironmcntal Protection Agency. 

With Chesapeake Bay rcCo\'c ry a IJriority ";th the Obama administmtion. 95 
new Mal)·land projects ";ll be able to usc the federal funding. The Money is 
pa rt of the Ame rican Rccovel)' and ReinYcstmcnt Act and is meant for clean 
water projects. 

The plant at Lake Montebel lo wi ll get $6 million of the funds and the 
Patnpsco Was tewater Treatment plant will also get money for cleanup. It's a 
major source of bay pollution. 

'This is going to be a huge step. It's going to greatly reduce nitrogen coming 
from that plant by upgrading it to the bes t ;wai lablc technology. So, we're 
really excited about that . a nd that will benefi t the Pn tapsco River and of 
cou rse the Chesapeake Bay, ult imately," sa id MOE spokeswoman Dawn 
Stoltzfus. 

In Baltimore city, $2.6 million will be issued for retrofitting low-flow sinks. 
toilets and water meters. 

"And other means to help us conser"e our water resou rces and usc them 
wisely," Stoltzfus said. 

The money is also to help create and sustain jobs. 

'We're expecting these projects o,·er the next two years will create hundreds 
of jobs," Stoltzfus said. 

There were more than 600 applicants for the 95 approved projecL~. The 
checks nrc supposed to go out nex t month. 

Copyt·ight 2009 by wl>e~ ltv.t·um. All riyhts reserl'l'd. This matcriul nwy not 
be published, broudcust , rewritten or redistributed. 
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Maryland gjven $122 million for water 
projects 
2 Baltimore proJeCts among those to receive EPA shmulus funds 

By Meredoth Cohn 1 meredrth cohn@baltsun com 
June J 2009 

Maryland was handed nearly S 122 mrllron Tuesday from the U S Envoronmental 

Protection Agency to fund dnnkong water projects and 1m prove water quality as part or 

the federal government's latest round o r stimulus spend1ng 

The stimulus e rrort, called the American Recovery and Re•nvestmenl Act, was advanced 

by Pres•dent Barack Obama to jump-start the economy by 1mprovong the nat1on's 

rnfrasiructure and creat111g and savmg JObs The money has begun steadily nowmg to 

states through a vanety of programs that are expected to rmprove roads and schools. as 

well as waterways and other programs 

Every county rs expected to receove some fundmg as grants or loans The awards are 

expected to stan 10 July Two protects on Balt1more met the n t1al croteroa lor some 

lundong a 5230 000 prOJect under des1gn on the Carroll Park a rea of Baltomore and a 

5125 molloon pro,ec11n the boddmg phase at the Patapsco Wastewater Treatment Plant 

The Carroll Park pro1ect woll get the full amount. wh•le 56 m1lflon •s slated lor Patapsco 

Offic•als from the Maryland Department of the Envrronment were Jorned by members or 

the congressoonal delegation on acceptong the water grant money from lhe EPA dunng a 

ceremony atongs1de the Anacost•a River m Bladensburg, where some o f the money wrll 

be used 
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State off1<:1afs drew nearly 6QO 
applications for the money from 
every corner or Maryland. and 95 
prOJCCts valued at about S 119 
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More lhan $26 m1lhon will go to 
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treatment, water sto rage and wells 

"I want to thank Pres1dent Obama 
and Marylilnd's federal delegat1on 

for workong so hard to secure these Recovery and Reinvestment funds." Gov Mart•n 

O'Malley sa1d m prepared remarks 

Sen Barbara M rkulsko a member of the Senate Appropnalions Commottee. sa1d the 

money woll help update tne state's agong water system Without burdemng lcxal taxpayers 

Mrkulskr and Sen Bentamm L Cardrn were also work1ng on passage of separate 
tegoslat1on to prov1de more money lor long- term water and wastewater Infrastructure 

omprovemem programs The money wrll now through two ex1strng programs at the s tate 

Department ol tho Enwonment. the Water Quality 31\d Onnk1ng Water Quality Revolv1ng 
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LATES T NEWS 

Maryland awarded $122M in stimulus funds 
for water projects 

• r .11 "' ..... ... . 

Maryland " i ll recei,·c nea rly S 122 million in fedrn1l stimulus funds to help boost s tate 

water infrastmcturc projects and impro,·c the Chesapeake Bay. 

The announccmcut is expected to made tomorrow atllladeusburg Wa tc1front Park by 

U.S. Sen. llcnjamiu L. Cardin . a Mal)•laud Democrat , and cbainnan of the senate 

Clni ronmcutal and public wurks water and "ildlifc s ubcommittee. Other s tate officials 

" i ll b<' on hand for the announcement . 

The funds will be used to constmct water infrastmctu re projects that create jobs, protec t 

public healt h and bolster the Chcsupeake Bay, Hccording to a press rclc01sc. Specific 

projects were not yetum·ci lcd. 

The $ 122 million is part of President Barack Olxmw's $787 billion American Recover)' & 

Reim-cstmcnt Act. 
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Cardin: Americans entitled to clean 
water 

Nearly S9 mtlhon tn teoeral st•mutus funds 'WUI pay for 

AlleQanv. Garrett proJects 

Kevin Spt"adlin 
r un'!O('rl.t•ltJ ll!YI~\·Nf'~\ 

CUMBERLAND - Federal and state o tOc•ats TueSday 1nnounced 
nearly S9 mtllion in federal sttmulus fund•ng for drin'<mo water 
and water Quality proJects •n AlleQ»r'lv and Garrett counttes. 

The runchno •s part of President &iflc\c ()C)1ma's Amencan 
Recovw •nd Re•nvest~t AC\. The 9011 of the ;~nts. 
accord•n9 to a news retease from Sen. BenJamin Carct11's 
omce, IS to create JObS. protect oubUc hellth 1nd Improve the 
ChtSO~>e•k• Bar 

A total or S 119.2 mdhon •n grants a no l~ns was announced. 
Another S2.4 m•l•on '"Stimulus fund•ng cover) admvustrltNe 
costs. a spokesman v.•th the Maryland ~oartment of the 
EnVIronment sa Mi. A como~te list of proJKU can be v•ewed 
onlmr- at www.umes·news.com. 

All or the grants were curected to local "'shovel·ready- projects. 
More than S 7.3 m •lhon went to projects 1n Allcoany County. In 
Cumberland. $6 m1lhon w1s carmar":ed for the upgrade of the 
City'S wastewater treatment plant r ho City had applied tor 
S10.2 m1lhon for the proJe-ct pluS anotf'\fr S 13 m •lllon for n•ne 
water mams. 

Another Sl.l mln•on w111 be spent'" LaVate on the Brliddock 
Run lnten.eptor rehabilitation project 

A water ma10 t~nstNSstan construct"'" proJKt 1n Mount 
Savage. whiCh is the fi~t step toward provld110 public water 
se.rvce to the okJ rail to.vn, recervtd $815,000 ot wn~t ts 
u1t•mat.ely a S6 mdllon PtOJtc\ A second phise ot a MountJ•n 
Lake Park wat~ Pf'OJt<t '"Garrett County re<etVed S 733,000. 

C~rd•n. along Mth Environmental Pro~•on Agency otnc:•als 
and Shan T. W•tson. MOE secretary, made the announcement 
at the Bladensburg Waterlront Par~ In Pronce Georve's County, 

Resou rces 

CJ Pnnl tr1r-t •Hory 
0 f. m~ul thiS SlOry 
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"Americans have a noht to clean water nowmo through their SeruntyCompaniOS MO 
streams, rivers and bays,· said Cardin, who serves as chauman 
or the Senate's Envlfonmental a no Public Works Wtter and 
Wildlife Subcomm•ttee. •And we all have a nghtto clean. 
tlealthy dr.nktng water." 

Card•n sa1d he will cont•nue to wofk for the passage of the 
Water Infra strvcture Frnanctno Act, whiCh wouti;S orovu1e a 
·strong rounoatton tot our nauon's Ottnluno water and 
wastewater lnfrastruaure .. 

'"Congress pas~ the r-ecovery btll to help Jumo·start our 
KOnomv 1n Harytand ard •cross the countrv."' C.rdtn Sl~ •n a 
news rtiea:se. "'The funds announced tOdav wtl bt cnti!Call't 
shonno uP the needs or our ag1no water infrastructure system, 
crealino JObS and envesuno ., our future «onomoe growth. · 

Maryland JuriSdKt•ons submttted proJects totalno sJ.B billion 
mort than two monl.hs ago, ~av•no State ort•c•ab to pnontize 
those proJects. 

Com~d K~vin Spradlin at k'SPI"6dlmf'llmes ·news.com. 
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13LAOENSI3URG. Md (June 2. 2009) - Today. stnndm~ m 

lront of the Anacosua Rl\cr . :md JOtncd by members of 
Maryland's Con~res~10nnl Dclc~auon. the Em rronmcn~l 
Protl'CUon Agency :1"a1ded the Maryland r>cpanment of the 
Envrronmcnt a S 121 6 m1lhon chcd to fund Mnrvland \\aler 
<JUalol) and dnn~mg "alcr prOJeCts under Pres1dc~1 O.~ral·~ 
Obama's Amcrrcan Reco,er.· and Rcmvcstment Act (ARRA ) 
ARRA fundins wtl l enable ~onstructlon of water 
mfrustructurc projects thnt arc estimated 10 create hundreds of 
JObs. and that will protect pubhe health, improve the 
envtronment. and help clean up the Chesapeake Bay and 
Maryland waterways Per MOE's cxtensi' e scrccnmg procc~s 
to revtew nearly 600 applicants for ARRA fundtn~. eve<) 
county m Mal)·land tS proposed to rccctve some clean \\atcr 
rcco'e~ fundmg 

A total of S92.8 m1lhon IS propo~cd for polluuon rcducuon 
proJects. mcludmg \\aStcwatcr trcatmcnttmpro,cmcnts. 
s~wcr upgrades. and SIOnl1\\'tllcr runofr controls. S2C> ·I 
nul l! on is proposed for Improvements to drinking water 
treatment, water storage. :md w~lls Today 's event tughhghtcd 
a $4 mr ll ron ~rant 10 the Wnshrn~;ton Suburban SamiUI)' 
Comm1sston for repaus to the Lo"cr 1\nacosun Se""' Mam 
and Laterall.mmg. located m one of the State 's 
F.n' tronmcntal Bcn~fits Dt<tncts. as one of95 propos<'d 
proJects to rcccl\ c grants and or lo" mtcrest loans through 
ARRA 

"I w:~nt to thank l'rcs1d~nt Obnma and Mar.• lund's federal 
ddcgntion for workmg so hard to secure th~se Recovery und 
Rcmvcstmcnt funds." satd Gol'cmor O'Malley "Today. 
thanks to the EPA. our CongrcsstOnaiOelcgauon. and 
l'res1dent Obama. the state of Maryland has a ·shotm the 
arm· for clean w:ucr and the Chesapeake Bay Tins clean 
\\Jicr reco,·cl) fundmg "til not only cr~atc JObs. 11 "rll 
dtrectl~ benefit pub he health and quality of hfe and prot • ..: I 
our em uonmcnt - mcludmg our Chesapeake B:ty cleanup 
efTons and our wor~ to fight chmute change .. 

Mnryl:md Department of the Environment Secretary Shan T 
Wi lson sntd· "This much-n.:.:d.:d fundmg will not only 
pro' 1dc hundreds of JObs nero» our Slate. it wil l hel l> 
~afcguard our dnnkmg "atcr and accelerotc our elTon~ 10 
rc~torc the Chcsapea~c Bay ·· 

P~r ARRA,Ihe Emnonrnentall'rotccuon Agency \\til 
pro\ldC fundmg for grants and or loans 1hrough MOE's 
c" " '"ll Water Qunluy and Drrnkmg Water Qunhty 
Rcvolv1ng Loan Funds. In Fcbrual)' 2009. just days nllcr 
l>rcstdent Obama stgned the li:deral rccov~<)' act 11110 law, the 
Mal)• land Depanmcnt of the Enl'nonmcnt announced us 
ant1C1p.1tcd ARRA fundtng and encouraged local JUriSdictions 
to apply In response. the Agency rece!'ed an unprecedented 
number of requests for the 1\RRA fundrng. m 1-cbnrar.· and 
March 2009. MDE recel\ cd S3 7 bilhon 1n requests for 
\\ ;lt.:r wastcwnlc:r prOJeCtS 

I he proposed funds "ere allocated based on readme» to 
proceed. as well as maximum env~ronmental and health 

http:l/somd.com/news/headlines/2009/1 0049.shtml 
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Maryland receiving $122 million for water projects 
Stimulus money would fund 500 jobs over two years 

by Douglas Tallman 1 Stan wrn.er 
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The U.S. Environmental Protec tion Agency on 
Tuesday will be del iv.cring to the swtc $121.6 
million. federal recovery money that will go toward 
Maryland water projects. 

Soon after the money is deposited. the state will 
move forward with 95 projects. said Dawn Stoltzfus. 
a spokeswoman for the Maryland Department of the 
Environment. 

TI1e list of projects cover two years' worth of work 
and include wastewater trcalmcnt plant upgrades, a 
new wat~,. tower. stream stabilization ellorts and a 
waler meter upgrade. About 40 percent of the money 
would go toward pay roll , creating or sustaining 500 
jobs. Stoltzfus said. 

She said the state proposed the list of projecls . 
mceling a list of criteria in the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act. the law launched by the 
Obama administration to stimulate the faltering 
economy. 
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"111c main criteria were that that the projects could begin by the end of the year. she said. 

The llrst contracts would be awarc.J~'d at the July 22 Bo<trd of Public Works meeting, she said. 

'111c check will be presented Tuesday morning <tl Bladensburg Waterfront Park, which is across the 
river from a $4 million project being marshaled by thc Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT 

ENVIROMATTERS 
~~shovel Ready" Clean Water Projects 

Coming to Maryland 

Maryland, with the leadership of our talented 
Congressional delegation, tracked every step 
in the development of the Amercian Recov­
ery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). Just days 
after President Obama signed the ARRA, the 
Department of Environment revisited our list 
of unfunded projects and put out the word 
to towns and counties across the State about 
the funding coming to Maryland. Did we 
ever get a response! The requests outpaced 
avai lable funding by about 30 to I- MOE 
received over $3.7 bill ion in requests for ev­
erything from wastewater treatment plant up­
grades, water and sewer pipe repairs, drink­
ing water improvements, and stormwater 
runoff controls and stream restoration. With 
approval from the Environmental Protection 
Agency, Maryland will award $ 11 9.2 million 
in funding fo r these projects. 

First, many thanks to each of the many mu­
nicipal ities and organizations that proposed 
over 600 worthy projects for funding. The 
applications, many developed on short 
notice, represented not only hard work but 
also prov ided a sal ient picture of the sign ifi­
cant in fras tructure needs we have across the 
State. 

Last Friday, Governor O'Malley announced 
95 proposed projects across Maryland that 
wi ll boost our clean water infrastructure. 
From emergency repairs to Savage River 
Dam in Allegany County, to sewer pipe 

repairs in Montgomery and Prince George's 
Counties, to the Patapsco Wastewater Treat­
ment Plant upgrade in Baltimore, to sewer 
projects on the Eastern Shore, the list spells 
good news for Marylanders and the Chesa­
peake Bay. Projects to restore streams and 
reduce polluted stormwater runoff, to create 
"green streets" and roof gardens, to reuse wa­
ter, to insta ll so lar panels-each project, and 
the job opportunities created, wi ll make a real 
difference to communities across Maryland 
during difficult economic times. 

ARRA funding requires that projects be 
"shovel ready," meaning construction must 
begin by the end of2009. At least halfofthe 
funding must be provided as grants, the rest 
as 0 or I percent low interest loans, and 20 
percent of the funding must be used fo r "green 
infrastructure." MDE ranked all projects by 
existing criteria rating the environmental and 
health benefits, and, following existi ng Water 
Quality and Drinking Water program criteria, 
directed grants to green projects and proj-
ects in disadvantaged communities and the 
State's Environmental Benefits Districts. We 
also warited to ensure that every county in the 
State would benefit. To meet these criteria and 
ensure the funding would go as fa r as pos­
sible, funding was limited to a maximum of 
$6 million per applicant, with the exception of 
projects needed to correct an emergency or to 
meet the 20 percent green reserve. 
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While many, many worthy proposals can ·1 be funded this time, the applications have not been in 
vain . This week, I mel with other environmental agency directors from across the Country and 
their stories were similar-demand far exceeding available fund ing in their states. We also heard 
that Congress is very interested in this demand and. if there is another stimulus package, based 
on the experience to date, the vast scale of requests will make it very likely that water, sewer, and 
green infrastructure projects will get greater attention in upcoming di scussions about potential ad­
ditional stimulus funding. federal statutory reauthorizations and federal budgets. 

The full li st of proposed projects, submitted to the Environmental Protection Agency for approval. 
is here: 

..,._IC:W'IRlc«l• WfW'I.Rwu-u :tJNN.-ctei:)OOI 

,,~M"I .. 'iilltiOI.I..,.~O.~Jnq 'll .. tt,t' JtUI 

Ill t p :I lwwll'.l/lde .sf at e.md. us/Programs/Water Pro grm11.~/Water _Quality_ Fi nance!F edSt imulusP ro­
posedProjects.asp 

For a complete picture of ARRA funding in Maryland across all sectors, please visit: 
llltp:llstatestat.maJy /and.govlrecovely. asp 

Over the coming months, as each of these ?5 projects transforms from an entry line on a spread­
sheet to a project in the ground for a cleaner and "greener" Maryland, we' II be tracking just how 
the money was spent and how many jobs were created. 

Sincerely, 

Shari T. Wi I son 
Secretary, Maryland Department of the En 
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Governor O'Malley Announces Statewide Economic Recovery Clean Water Projocts 
Federal Recovery Dollars Provide $119.2 Mil/ton to Fund Water Quality and Drinkmg Water Projects in Every County in Maryland 

ANNAPOLIS, MD (March 20, 2009)- Governor Martin O'Malley today announced 95 proposed Maryland water qualrty and dnnkmg water projects totaling 
S 1 19 2 ITllllion to receove low interest loans and/or grants under Presodent Barack Obama's American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). The proposed funds were allocated based on readiness to proceed. as well as maxomum environmental and heahh benefits. and will benefit every regoon of the State The 
Maryland Department of the Environment receoved $3.7 billion on requests for water/wastewater projects. 

A total of $92.8 million will be used for pollution reduction projects, including wastewater treatment improvements, sewer upgrades. and stormwater runoff controls: $26.4 million will go to improvements for drinking water treatment, water storage. and wells. 

•t want to thank President Obama and Maryland's federal delegation for working so hard to secure these Recovery and Reinvestment funds. This much­
needed funding will not only provode hundreds of jobs across our State, but it will help safeguard our dnnkong water and accelerate our efforts to restore the Chesapeake Bay: said Governor O'Malley ·The grants and low onterest loans will also provode a boost to our State's ·green infrastruelure' and help us 
become more efficient Wllh our water and energy resources: 

Per ARRA. the Environmental Protection Agency will provide funding for grants and/or loans through the Maryland Department of the Environment's existing Water Quality and Drinking Water Quality Revolving Loan Funds. Today·s proposed projects will now go to the EPA for final approval. While requests 
outpaced available ARRA funding by 30 to 1, all Maryland counties will receive some stimulus funding . 

·Maryland cit ies and towns need to upgrade their water and sewer systems, but they shouldn' t have to do it by themselves: saod U S Senator Barbara 
Mokulski, a senior member of the Senate Appropriatoons Commottee ·That's why I have worked hard to put money on the federal checkbook that creates )Obs. buolds communities, and takes care of our envoronment. This fundong will not only save and create hundreds of JObs across Maryland, it will also prevent utohty boll rate hokes. protect pubhc health. and the health of the Chesapeake Bay: 

"Marylanders are hurting, so I applaud Governor O'Malley and his team for moving quickly to put these funds to work: said U.S. Senator Benjamin L Cardin 
"From Worcester County to Western Maryland. we will be making investments that support good paying jobs while also maximizing environmental and health benefits: 

Maryland Department of the Environment Secretary Shari T \Nilson said ·After receiving a flood of applicatoons for this fundong from around the State. we've worked to ensure that envoronmental benefits and job creatoon are maximized in every region of the State: 

The State will offer 0 and 1 percent interest loans to an estimated 28 water quality and six drinking water projects totaling $55.4 mollion for 23 applicants: 18 of 24 jurisdictions will receive grants totaling $63.8 million. Each of Maryland's three designated "Environmental Benefit District• will receive a project grant. 

In February, just days after President Obama signed the federal recovery act into law. the Maryland Department of the Environment announced its antoopated 
ARRA fundong and encouraged local jurisdictions to apply. In response, the Agency receoved an unprecedented number of requests for the ARRA fundong 

Fundong Totals across the State· Funding Totals across the State 

Region 
Central 
Capotal 
Lower Eastern Shore 
Upper Eastern Shore 
Southern 
Western 

Total 

ARRA $ 
$32,554,315 
$22,240.895 
S1 5.523,287 
s 12.999.612 
$16,255,946 
s 13,642,545 

$1 13.216,600 
'"Total exclude$ ooe S1ille emergency proj~ct tor S6 minion 

~. of Total Funding 
29% 
20% 
14% 
1t% 
14% 
12% 

100% 

The lost and a map of ARRA projects to be funded through the Water Quality and Drinking Water Revolving Loan Funds can be found at: 
www.,,de.st"te.md.us 

More onformation on Maryland's use of federal recovery fundong can be found at r.«overy.mJ!.!l'~gov. 

Cont<lCl the Oftlcc ACCC<Sibilltv 

J:trC,Baltm ·• ftC"'2113t) • 0:1 1' j 0 

http://www.mde.state.md.us/PressReleases/J 181.html 3/24/2009 
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Green street project aims to keep toxic 
water out of Chesapeake Bay 
• Shelby lin Erdman _:,•, 

. ·.: 
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(CNN) .. A small town in Maryland IS setting a 
precedent•n eco-friendly road construction. 
breaking ground th•s week on one of the 
greenest streets •n the nat•on. 

The tiny port town ol Edmonston in Prince 
George's County IS btlhng the thoroughfare as 
the greenest on the East Coast. The road wtll 
help clean and filler tOXIC storm water 
pollution that drams into nvers. and 
eventually tnto Chesapeake Bay. 

'What we·re hoptng to do. from top to bottom. is build a slfeetthat IS 
completely enwonmentally sustainable. "said Edmonston Mayor 
Adam Ortiz. 

Ortiz says the blueprint incorporates native tree cover to cool off the 
streets. wtnd-powered streetlights that use high-efftCiency LED 
bulbs, and pedestrian and bicycle access 

But most tmportant, says Ortiz. •s the plan for all that water that rolls 
down the streets when It rams. 

"(It's) not gotng to be flushed tnto our local nvers Instead tl'S going to 
be naturally filtered. And that's very tmportant lor us to save our 
rivers and to help save the Chesapeake Bay here 1n Maryland." 

Storm water runoff often carries toxms and pollution !rom parking lots 
and c•tY streets. and from farms and agnculturallands m rural areas 
Most cutes and towns have underground concrete dram systems that 
collect the runoff and dump it into rivers and streams. pollutants and 
all 

'What we're going to do. mstead. os divert that water into natural 
gardens To the naked eye 11 just looks hke a regular garden. but 
actually tl'S very specially engineered to absorb a lot of water and 
naturally filter •t before it gets into the water table. and to keep it from 
washtng all those pollutants into the river." accord•ng to Ortiz 

The storm water runoff m Edmonston dra1ns into the nearby 
AnaCOStla Rtver. Which reeds Into the Washington Channel. then 
empties mto the Potomac R1ver and eventually Chesapeake Bay. 

The eco-street proJeCttncludes us1ng porous bricks m bulld•ng the 
road and creatmg b1oretention cells or ra1n gardens The idea •s to 
trap the polluted runoff water. sending it through natural filter systems 
so that when 1t makes it onto the Anacost•a. it's a lot cleaner. 

Maryland Department of the Enwonment Deputy Secretary Robert 
Summers hopes this new main street•n Edmonston is JUSt the first ol 
many 

"Th1s ktnd of green mfrastructure project to reduce storm water and 
energy consumption is exactly the ktnd or thing we need to do around 

http://edition.cnn.com/2009/US/ 11 /28/chesapeake.bay.green/ 
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Administrator Jackson Tours Recovery Act-Funded "G reen Street" 
Project is Transforming MD Neighborhood, Creating Jobs 

(WASHINGTON, Nov. 24, 2009) - EPA Administrator Lisa P. Jackson joined federal, state, and local 
offic ials today for the ground-breaking of the region's 'greenest ' street, a Recovery Act-funded project 
that 's transforming a Prince George's County neighborhood and creatingjobs. 

The reconstruction of Decatur Street, in the Prince George's County Town of Edmonston, wi ll make it an 
environmentally-responsible street saving energy, reducing water pollution to the Anacostia River and 
Chesapeake Bay, and improving local air quality. 

" Presiden t Obama's Recovery Act is creating jobs today and setting the stage for prosperous, sustainable 
communities in the years ahead," sa id EPA Administrator Lisa P. Jackson. "This is real recovery for 
Main Street. We're putting people to work by building one of the greenest neighborhoods in the country, 
and showing America how sustainable development can lower energy bi lls, foster healthier communities, 
and keep pollution out of the air, land, and loca l water sources." 

Maryland Governor Marrin O'Malley said, ·'Edmonston's 'green street' is just one of nearly I 00 new 
job-creating and job-saving projects across Maryland getting underway thanks to the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act -- projects that wi II help to clean up the Chesapeake Bay and loca l waterways and 
protect our drinking water. We thank the Obama Administration, the EPA. and Maryland's Congressional 
Delegation for this much-needed funding." · 

Edmonston's Mayor Adam Or1iz hosted the event, which included a walking tour along Decatur Street 
with its residents, business owners and local workers employed by the project. He said the $1.1 million 
in Recovery Act funding from EPA will make Decatur Street the greenest on the East Coast. Plans for 
the mi le-long street include planting dozens of native trees, instal ling rain gardens and porous paving to 
Iiiler rainwater and reduce nooding, building bike lanes, improving pedestrian safety, and using 
energy-saving street lights powered by wind. 

Mayor Orti z explained, ··This project shows how a committed group of people working together can 
transform a community. From President Obama and EPA to local nonprofits and residents of this small 
town, we are able to set an environmental example nationwide. It may be unusual for a small , working 
class, majority-minority commu nity like ours to bu ild a sustainable street like thi s. But if we can, 
anyplace can- and everyplace should. Our main object ive is that other towns and cities wi ll 'stea l' these 
ideas and replicate and improve on them:· 



"The Chesapeake Bay Trust is proud to partner with EPA, Maryland Department of Environment, and the 
Town of Edmonston in bringing much needed Recovery Act funds to loca l communities," said Allen 
I lance, Executive Director of the Trust. "This is exactly the kind of 'green in frastructure ' project we 
need to become the rule rather the exception if we ' re going to advance loca l economic recovery and the 
recovery of the Anacostia River and Chesapeake Bay." 

President Barack Obama directed that the Recovery Act funds be implemented with unprecedented 
transparency and accountabi I ity. 

For information on EPA 's implementation of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of2009 in 
Washington, vis it: 
http://www.epa.gov/recovery. 

### 



History: 

Maryt 
Brewster/R3/USEPA/US 

11/24/2009 03:53 PM 

To Magdalene Cunningham/R3/USEPAIUS@EPA, Harriet 

WesUR3/USEPA/US@EPA 
cc 

bee 

Subject Fw: EPA Region 3: Administrator Jackson Tours Recovery 

Act-Funded "Green Street" 

~ This message has been forwarded. 

----- Forwarded by Mary! Brewster/R3/USEPAIUS on 11/24/2009 03:53 PM----­

"U.S. EPA" 
<usaepa@govdelivery .com> 

11/24/2009 01 :40PM 

To Mary! Brewster/R3/USEPAIUS 

cc 

Subject EPA Region 3: Administrator Jackson Tours Recovery 

Act-Funded "Green Street" 

Contact: Terri White \Vhite. terri-a@.epa.gov 215-814-5523 

Administrator Jackson Tours Recovery Act-Funded "Green Street" 
Project is Transforming MD Neighborhood, Creating Jobs 

(WASil I GTON. Nov. 24, 2009) - EPA Administrator Lisa P. Jackson joined federal , state, and loca l 

officia ls today for the ground- break ing of the region's 'greenest' street. a Recovery Act-funded project 

that' s transforming a Prince George's County neighborhood and creating jobs. 

The reconstruction of Decatur Street. in the Prince George' s County To' n of Edmonston. will make it an 

env ironmentally-responsible street saving energy. reducing water pollution to the Anacostia River and 

Chesapeake Bay. and im proving local ai r qual ity. 

"President Obama 's Recovery 1\ct is creating jobs today and setting the stage for prosperous, sustainable 

communities in the years ahead," said EPA Administrator Li sa P. Jackson. "This is real recovery for 

Main Street. We're putting people to work by building one of the greenest neighborhoods in the country, 

and showing America how sustainable deve lopment can lower energy bills, foster hea lthier communities, 

and keep pollution out of the air, land, and local water sources." 

Maryland Governor Martin O'Malley said, ·'Edmonston's 'green street' is just one of nearly I 00 nc' 

job-creating and job-saving projects across Maryland getting underway thanks to the American Recovery 

and Reinvestment Act -- projects that wi ll help to clean up the Chesapeake Bay and loca l waterways and 

protect our drinking water. We thank the Obama Administration, the EPA, and Maryland's Congressional 

Delegation for this much-needed funding." 

Ed monston 's Mayor /\dam Ortiz hosted the event, which included a wa lking tour along Decatur Street 

with its res idents, bus iness owners and loca l workers employed by the project. He sa id the $ 1. I m iII ion 

in Recovery Act funding from EPA wi ll make Decatur Street the greenest on the East Coast. Plans for 

the mile-long street include planting dozens of native trees. insta lling rain gardens and porous paving to 
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Pocotnoke ready to build wastewater plant 
By Bill K erbin 
Special To The Ti111es 

POCOMOKE CITY- The Pocomoke mayor and Town Council is prepared to direct Bearing 
Construction Inc., to proceed with the construction of the $3.9 million upgrade of the city's wastewater 
treatment plant. This will bring the plant in compliance with the latest state regulations. 

The cost of the contract administration and other engineering duties will be approximately $346,000, 
according to City Manager Russell W. Blake. He said this is approximately 10 percent of the 
construction bid, and about 2 percent under the Maryland Department of the Environment suggested 
guidelines. 

Two grants totaling about $3.7 million, one from the Department of the Environment and the other 
from the federal government as a stimulus grant, will cover more than 93 percent of the cost. 
Because of the stimulus grant, the town has to give the order to proceed before the end of 2009. 

The council gave final approval for amendments to the Comprehensive Master Plan at its Monday 
meeting. The first amendment will evaluate the impact of municipal growth in Pocomoke City on 
public facilities and services over the next 20 years. The second amendment addresses the amount 
of adequate water resources and if there will be an adequate sewer capacity. 

At a council meeting, approval was given to order 18 new street lights for the downtown streets . Blake 
estimated the cost of the lights to be less than $30,000, with a state grant of $10,000 to help defray 
the costs. The rest of the funding could come from a downtown improvement fund . 

These lights are the same as a large number of lights recently ordered by Baltimore City. 

With the approval of the council to move forward, Pocomoke City could have a new customer for its 
wastewater treatment plant: Virginia's New Church Rest Area and Welcome Center. The Virginia 
Department of Transportation recently contacted the mayor and council requesting consideration of 
the move. 
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